
Happy summer! Itôs hard to believe itôs Au-
gust already! As I write this, Iôm on the plane 
returning home from an incredible and inspir-
ing week at National Seminar. Eighteen peo-
ple from Area 1 traveled to Grand Rapids to 
meet new handbell friends, see long-time 
friends, hear concerts, learn new things, 
teach, and have a good time. Of those eight-
een people, six were first-time attendees in-
cluding Bradford Scholarship recipients Amy 
Rollins (ME) and Cathy Marker (NH). 
 

One of the highlights for me was the incredi-
ble performance by the Chancel Ringers of 
First United Methodist from Downers Grove, 
Illinois, in the magnificently beautiful Fountain 
Street Church. It was truly inspiring to hear a 
crowd in excess of 500 singing ñWhen in Our 
Music God is Glorifiedò with the bells, organ 
and brass. A snippet of it is posted on our 
website so you can get a taste of it. My de-
scription of the experience canôt possibly do it 
justice. 
 

This yearôs seminar offered many diverse 
classes, including some on composing and 
arranging, unconventional bell assigning, 
creative ways of damping, health and well-
ness, and so much more. Some of the tal-
ented faculty hailed from Area 1, including 
Griff Gall, Kim Strepka and Joy Toll-
Chandler. One thing about National Seminar 
is that it is fun to get many different per-
spetives and ideas about ringing and direct-

ing from people all over the country. Itôs defi-
nitely worth the trip, and has given me lots of 
ideas to use as both a director and a ringer. I 
hope you consider attending next yearôs in 
St. Louis, MO. 
 

Iôd like to call your at-
tention to the survey 
that the National office 
sent to all current 
members in an e-mail 
a couple of weeks 
ago. The Board is 
seeking your input on 
the benefits of mem-
bership in the Hand-
bell Musicians of 
America, and how 
much their new 
ñMembers Onlyò part 
of their web site is being utilized. If you have-
nôt already, please take a few minutes to 
complete the survey so that they can under-
stand better what YOU want from your mem-
bership. 
To that end, the Area 1 Board is also working 
on finding out what we can do for you, and 
what events you would like to see offered for 
you. Stay tuned for more information on that. 

Once again, to get a jump on preparing for 
the 2019 Festival/Conference, weôre offering 
FREE skill building workshops in October in  
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Handbell Musicians of America is dedicated to advancing the musical  
art of handbell/handchime ringing through education, community, and communication.  

-Handbell Musicians of America Mission Statement   

Carlene Ruesenberg  
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STATE CHAIRS*  

Connecticut Mobby Larson (860-464-7593) 
  ct.area1@handbellmusicians.org 

Maine  Sue Evans (508-982-7992) 
  me.area1@handbellmusicians.org 

Massachusetts Gail Granum (508-595-9011) 
  ma.area1@handbellmusicians.org 

New Hampshire Joan Fossum  
  nh.area1@handbellmusicians.org 

Rhode Island Donna M. Horan  (401-885-1474) 
  ri.area1@handbellmusicians.org 

Vermont  Pat Pranger (802-446-2066) 
  vt.area1@handbellmusicians.org 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Area 1 Board Voting Members 

ELECTED OFFICERS* 
Chair  Carlene Ruesenberg    
  chair.area1@handbellmusicians.org 

Chair-Elect Lisa Arnold     
  chairelect.area1@handbellmusicians.org 

Past Chair Krishna Ersson  (781-254-6636)   
  pastchair.area1@handbellmusicians.org 

Secretary Diane Burke  
  secretary.area1@handbellmusicians.org 

Treasurer Cheryl Harger  
  treasurer.area1@handbellmusicians.org 

 

APPOINTED OFFICERS 
2019 Festival Krishna Ersson   

            Chair pastchair.area1@handbellmusicians.org 

Membership Jane Nolan (860-464-2873)  
              membership.area1@handbellmusicians.org 

Communications Amy Rollins  

Director  communications.area1@handbellmusicians.org 

Webmaster Peter Larson   
              webmaster.area1@handbellmusicians.org 

Scholarship  Jean Degan (860-543-3638)  
Committee    scholarship.area1@handbellmusicians.org 

Historian  Susan Schutlz     
  historian.area1@handbellmusicians.org 

Chime Loaner  Holly Cerullo  
              Chair       chimeloaner.area1@handbellmusicians.org 

       Newsletter  Donna M. Horan  
              Editor      editor.area1@handbellmusicians.org 
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various locations throughout the Area.  

The focus will be practicing ringing skills using the Massed music. Maybe thereôs a tough weaving problem in one of 
the pieces, or maybe this is the year youôll really get comfortable with ringing four-in-hand. These are non-pressure 
learning experiences that will help you get better, and are not too far to drive. Set aside four hours on a Saturday 
morning in October for this FREE chance to work on those skills. Final dates and locations will be posted on the 
web site in mid-August, so check back then! 
 

Weôre all pretty excited to bring Festival/Conference 2019 to Connecticut this year, and the committee is working 
hard to put together the classes and workshops that will help you be the best musicians that you can be. Directors, 
please share the information with your choir, and if there is anything that you would like to see offered, please let us 
know. I can be reached at chair.area1@handbellmusicians.org. 
 

Happy Ringing! 

Carlene 

mailto:chair.area1@handbellmusicians.org


2019 FESTIVAL CONFERENCE  
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TABLES WILL BE PROVIDED AT NO ADDITIONAL COST  


